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ehips of Willoughby and Chancellor. The death of the former and the
successful return of his companion are well known. All has been told in
detail by Hakluyt. The account of the journey is in the highest degree
interesting. The intrepid Chancellor was destined, however, to be lost
at sea on his return from his second voyage in 1556. Machyn, the
London citizen, has described how he saw the Russian ambassador Osip
Nepea enter the city with his suite in that year. W. E. M.

There is more in Dr. Earl Stahlin's Die Walsinghams bis zur Mitte des
sechzehnten Jahrhunderts (Heidelberg: Winter, 1905) than appears on
the title-page; for Dr. Stahlin is determined that his biography of Sir
Francis Walsingham, to which we presume this to be an introduction,
shall not lack background. He not only describes the milieu of Walsing-
ham's forbears but discusses the origins of that milieu, and uses the
history of the family as a peg on which to hang disquisitions on the
social changes of the fifteenth century. For family history he depends
largely on Mr. Webb's excellent History of Ohislehurst, but»he has also
made good use of the hustings rolls, the subsidy rolls, and other manu-
script sources. For social history Ashley, Cunningham, and Den ton,
supplemented for local purposes by Hasted, Lambard, and the Archaeologia
Cantiana, are the staple of this little book. The thoroughness with which
Dr. Stahlin has explored the origins of the Wa.1mngVni.Tn family leads us
to expect valuable results when he reaches the real goal of his labours.

A. F. P.

Numerous church inventories have happily survived ' the great pillage '
of which they form one part of the records, and they afford much food
for edification. Their local interest is naturally considerable ', but it is
far from being their chief interest. The Alcuin Club, certainly, has
more general objects in view; and to it we are indebted for the publi-
cation of The Edwardian Inventories for Bedfordshire, edited by Mr.
F. C. Eeles, from Transcripts by the Rev. J. E. Brown, B.A. (London :
Longmans, 1905). Small as the volume is, it contains matter of no little
value for the ecclesiastical antiquary and historian. It is not every one who
could tell offhand what even a ' hand bell' may mean in an old inventory,
much less ' a saunce bell;' and if an ordinary reader thinks he knows
what an ' altar cloth' is in such a document he may possibly be wrong.
We must refer any one whose curiosity is excited on these subjects to Mr.
Eeles's introduction. But there is one point on which he seems to have
fallen into an unfortunate mistake. In appendix i. is given ' that part -of
the inventory of the Cistercian Abbey of Woburn which includes the
church goods,' and we are informed in the introduction that it was taken
in August 1537. The date in the document itself is August in the 28th
year of Henry Viil, which means 1586, and Woburn was not suppressed
till May 1638. Moreover the heading of the document itself (as printed)
is ' Wobum Pryorye,' not Woburn Abbey. What was Woburn Priory ?
It would seem to be a misreading of ' Wabum' (or Weybourn) Priory, a
small house of Austin Canons in Norfolk, which was suppressed with the
smaller monasteries under the act of 1586, and the document is quite out
of place among inventories for Bedfordshire. 3. G.
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